Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

Fifth Sunday of Pascha
27 April / 10 May

Resurrection Tropar, Tone 4: When the women disciples of the Lord /
learned from the Angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection / they cast
away the ancestral curse / and elatedly told the Apostles / death is overcome /
Christ God is risen / granting the world great mercy.

Mid-Pentecost Troparion, tone 8: Having come to the middle of the Feast,
refresh my thirsty soul with the streams of piety; for Thou, O Saviour, didst
cry to all: Let him who thirsts come to Me and drink. O Christ our God, Source
of Life, glory to Thee.

Resurrection Kondak, Tone 4: My Saviour and Redeemer / as God rose from
the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains / He has shattered the gates of hell, / and as Master, / He
has risen on the third day.

Mid-Pentecost Kontakion, tone 4: When the Feast of the law was half over, O Lord and Creator of all, Thou
didst say to the bystanders, O Christ our God: Come and draw the water of immortality. Therefore we fall down
before Thee and cry with faith: Grant us Thy bounties, for Thou art the Source of our Life.

Kondak of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, Tone 8: Having come to the well in faith, the Samaritan
woman saw Thee, the Water of Wisdom, whereof having drunk abundantly, she, the renowned one, inherited
the kingdom on high forever.

Vespers: Lord I have Cried, Tone 4, on 10: Resurrection 4; Mid-Pentecost 3 (There is come now the middle of
those days); Samaritan Woman 3 (At the sixth hour); G: Samaritan Woman (By Jacob’s Well); N: Sunday
Dogmatic (The Prophet David, the forefather of God). Aposticha: The sticheron of the Resurrection 1 (Having
ascended the Cross, O Lord); The Paschal Stichera, with their verses; G: Pentecostarion (When by Thine
unfathomable dispensation); N: Pascha (It is the day of resurrection) and Christ is risen x1.

Matins Gospel VII

Epistle: The Acts of the Apostles 11: 19-26 & 29-30

Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. But some of them were men from Cyprus
and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the
hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. Then news of these things
came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came
and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should
continue with the Lord. For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people
were added to the Lord. Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many
people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. Then the disciples, each according to his ability,
determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the
hands of Barnabas and Saul.



BARNABAS AND SAUL TO ANTIOCH

The persecution turned out to be no slight benefit, as ‘to those who love God all things work together for
good’ (Rom.8:28). If they had made it their express study how best to establish the Church, they would have done
nothing else but this: they dispersed the teachers .. When Stephen was slain, when Paul was twice in danger,
when the Apostles were scourged, then the Gentiles received the word, and also the Samaritans. Paul declared:
‘It was necessary that the Word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles’ (ch.13:46) ... ‘And the hand of the Lord’, it says, ‘was
with them,’ that is, they wrought miracles ...Even so, it is no small part of providential management for Paul to
be there ...In this way that Voice of the Gospel, that Trumpet of Heaven is not shut up in Jerusalem ...Truly this is
the reason why it was there they were appointed to be called Christians, because Paul spent so long a time in
Antioch!

St. John Chrysostom. Homily XXV on Acts XI. B#55, pp.162-163.

The Gospel According To St. John 4: 5-42

So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about
the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." For His disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a
Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and
said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked
Him, and He would have given you living water." The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with,
and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave
us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?" Jesus answered and said to her,
"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never
thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting
life." The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." Jesus said to
her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to
her, "You have well said, 'T have no husband,' For you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have
is not your husband; in that you spoke truly." The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to
worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor
in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation
is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth." The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He
comes, He will tell us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He." And at this point His disciples
came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You
talking with her?" The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, "Come, see
a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" Then they went out of the city and came to
Him. In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." But He said to them, "I have food to eat of
which you do not know." Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?"
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, 'There
are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for
they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both
he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.’'
I sent you to reap that for which you have not laboured; others have laboured, and you have entered into their
labours." And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who
testified, "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with
them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His own word. Then they said to the
woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this
is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world."



Homily

“Jesus therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.
There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink” (Jn. 4:6-7). The
Samaritan woman became filled with confusion and doubt of a purely worldly nature: How could He, a Jew, ask
to drink from her, a Samaritan? The Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. And even more, He said that if
she knew Who He was, then she herself would ask drink from Him, and He would give her Living Water. How
could He give her something to drink? Why, He didn’t even have anything to draw water with, and the well was
deep.

In worldly terms this was impossible. And what kind of “Living Water” was this? Christ was speaking
about heavenly, spiritual things; but she understood in earthly, worldly terms. And she said to Christ: “Sir, Thou
hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast Thou that living water? ...Jesus answered
and said unto her: Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life” (Jn. 4:11, 13-14).

Still more confusing. But one thing was clear. He was offering a completely unusual kind of water. He
who drank of it would never thirst. What a convenience. She would never have to come to this well and bend
down to draw water. What a work and time saver. Although this offer seemed incredible, it was just too tempting
and profitable to pass up; it paid to try it at least. “Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to
draw” (Jn. 4:15), said the Samaritan woman in absolute frankness, explaining the practical point of view she had
in mind. And now she stood, in full anticipation of a material, worldly gift. And Christ, now using her attention,
suddenly changed the topic of conversation: “Go, call thy husband and come hither. The woman answered and
said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband, for thou hast had five
husbands: and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly” (Jn. 4: 16-18).

Terror and joy seized the Samaritan woman. This was the secret of her life, which tormented her sick
conscience. How much she wanted to free herself from these pangs of conscience, to repent. But until this time
no one could help her. But now, before her stood the One Who knew the secret of her heart. This was an unusual
man. He could save her, teach her to repent, to pray. But where to pray?

The woman said to Him: “Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this
mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman,
believe me...the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship in
spirit and in truth”(Jn. 4:19-21, 23-24). The heart of the Samaritan woman accepted this Divine revelation with
trembling, but still she was living by what she knew in worldly terms: “I know [she said] that Messiah cometh,
which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am
He” (Jn. 4:25-26). This was all. All earthly understandings were overturned. She became a new person. She
believed.

Is it not the same with us, brothers and sisters? So often we ask God for earthly goods which to us seem
so necessary, and God does not give them to us. Yet our prayer is never in vain. So it was with the Samaritan
woman. She asked Christ for water. And He gave her water, but not the one she was asking for, but another one
—His water, which became a “well of water springing up into everlasting life.” He gave her Eternal Life. But in
order to receive this water of Christ, she had to repent.

Let us do the same. Then He will reveal Himself to us and say, “I that speak unto thee am He.” And we
will have such joy that we will not be able to contain it within ourselves. No. Without noticing it ourselves, we
will start to preach Christ. And not in words only, but in our whole life. And those around us will say: “Now we
believe, not because of thy saying,” but seeing thy life which thou hast dedicated to Him, we “know that this is
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world!” (Jn. 4:42).

The One Thing Needful - Archbishop Andrei



Saints of the Week

April 27 / May 10 — The Holy Apostle Simeon - One of the Seventy, he was the son of Cleopas, and Cleopas was
the brother of Joseph, the betrothed of the most holy Mother of God. Seeing the miracles of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, Simeon was converted and included among the Seventy apostles. With great zeal and courage, he
preached the Gospel everywhere in Judea. And when the wicked Jews killed James, the Lord's brother and first
bishop of the Church in Jerusalem, throwing him down from the top of the Temple and belabouring him round
the head with a stick, then this Simeon, Joseph's nephew, was installed as bishop in Jerusalem. He, as the second
Bishop of the Holy City, governed the Church of God with wisdom and strength to a great age. He was more than
a hundred years old when he suffered, and his sufferings came about as follows: in the time of the Emperor
Trajan there was a double persecution begun in Palestine, against the descendants of David and against the
Christians. The wicked people condemned Simeon on both counts. St Simeon endured harsh torture and was
finally crucified, as had been the Lord whom he had faithfully served on earth.

The Burning of the Relics of St. Sava by the Turks - Sava was the Archbishop of the Serbs. The body of St. Sava
was buried in Mileshevo Monastery. During the time of the Turkish tyranny, the Serbian people gathered around
the relics of their saint to seek comfort and healing. Fearing that an insurrection might arise from that place
against the Turks, Sinan Pasha of Belgrade ordered that the relics of St. Sava be translated to Belgrade and there
to be burned on Vracar, April 27, 1594 A.D. With the burning of the relics of this saint, the rabid Pasha did not
burn the saint who remained alive before the Throne of God in the heavens and in the hearts of his people on
earth.

Also commemorated on this day: Righteous Eulogius the Hospitable (4th C); St. Floribert, bishop of Liege (1746);
Venerable John, abbot of Cathares Monastery (fc.832); St. Stephen, abbot of the Kiev Caves, bishop of Vladimir in
Volhynia (11094); New Hieromartyrs Paul Svetozarov and John Rozhdestvensky, priests, and those with them:
Martyrs Peter Yazykov, Nicholas Malkov, Auxentius Kalashnikov, Sergius Mefodiev and Anastasia (11922); New
Nun-martyr Mary (Nosova) (11938); New Hieromartyr John Spassky, priest (11941); Translation of the relics of
New Hieromartyr Hilarion (Troitsky), bishop of Verey (1999); Martyrs Publius (Poplion) and Lollion; ‘Kazan’ Icon
of the Mother of God in Alexandrov. Movable feast on the Fifth Sunday of Pascha: Martyr Photina (Svetlana)

the Samaritan woman (1st C).

28 April / 11 May — The Holy Apostles Jason and Sosipater, and the Virgin, Cercyra - The first two were
among the Seventy Apostles, and the last was the daughter of the king of the island of Corfu. The Apostle Paul
mentions Jason and Sosipater (Rom. 16:21), and calls them his kinsmen . Jason was born in Tarsus, as was the
Apostle Paul himself, and Sosipater in Achaea. The first was nominated by the apostles as Bishop of Tarsus and
the second as Bishop of Iconium. Travelling and preaching the Gospel, these two apostles came to the island of
Corfu, where they succeeded in building a church dedicated to St Stephen the Protomartyr and in bringing some
unbelievers to the Church. The king of the island threw them into prison, where there were seven robbers
already imprisoned: Satorninus, Jakischolus, Faustian, Januarius, Marsalus, Euphrasius and Mamminus. The
apostles brought all seven of them to the Christian faith, making wolves into lambs. The king commanded that
these seven be put to death in boiling pitch, and they thus received the wreath of martyrdom. When, after this,
the king was in process of questioning the apostles, his daughter Cercyra, looking through a window, saw the
torture of these men of God and, discovering the reason for it, proclaimed herself a Christian and gave all her
jewels away to the poor. The king was filled with wrath against his daughter and shut her up in a separate
prison, then, failing to turn her from Christ, ordered that the prison be burned down. The prison burned to the
ground, but the maiden remained alive. Seeing this wonder, many of the people were baptised. The furious king
ordered that his daughter be bound to a tree and killed with arrows. Those who had come to believe in Christ
fled from the terrible king to a nearby island and hid themselves. The king set off in a boat to arrest them, but his
boat overturned in the sea and thus the unrighteous perished, as Pharaoh aforetime. The new king accepted the
Christian faith and was baptised, receiving the name Sebastian. Jason and Sosipater freely preached the Gospel
and strengthened the Church of God in Corfu to great old age, and there finished their earthly course and went to
the courts of the Lord.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyrs Dada, Maximus, and Quintilian (286); Martyr Tibald of Pannonia
(t304); Venerable Cronan of Roscrea, Ireland (1640); St. Cyril, bishop of Turov (1183); Venerable Cyriacus, abbot
of Kargopol (Vologda) (11402); Venerable Cyril of Syrinsk Monastery (16th C); New Martyr Anna Shashkina
(f1940); finding of the relics of Venerable Sophia (Grineva) of Kiev, confessor (2012).



29 April / 12 May — St Basil of Ostrog - born in Popovo Selo in Herzegovina, of simple and devout parents.
From his youth he was filled with love for the Church of God, and when he grew up he went to the monastery of
the Dormition of the Mother of God at Trebinje, and became a monk. As such, he quickly became known for his
serious and rare ascetic life, for he loaded himself with ascetic practices, each harder than the last. He was later
chosen and consecrated as Bishop of Zahum and Skenderia, much against his will. As a bishop, he first lived in
the monastery at Tvrdos, whence, as a good pastor, he confirmed his flock in the Orthodox faith, keeping it from
the cruelty of the Turks and the guile of the Latins. But when he was too pressed-upon by his enemies, and when
Tvrdos was destroyed by the Turks, Basil moved to Ostrog, where he lived in strict asceticism, protecting his
flock by his unceasing and loving prayers. (A new church, on the ruins of the old Tvrdos, has been built in our
day by Nikolai Runjevac, from the village of Poljica near Trebinje—a wonderful foundation in the sight of God
and His people)He went peacefully to the Lord in the 16th century, leaving his whole and healing body,
uncorrupt and wonderworking, to the present day. The miracles at the grave of St Basil are without number.
Both Christians and Moslems hasten to his relics and find healing of the gravest sicknesses and sufferings. A
great national gathering takes place there every year at Pentecost.

The Nine Holy Martyrs of Cyzicus - These nine brave martyrs, enflamed with love for Christ, refused to offer
sacrifices to the idols or to deny Christ the Lord, for which they were brutally tortured and finally beheaded.
During the reign of Emperor Constantine, a church was built in Cyzicus in honor of these martyrs where their
incorruptible relics were placed. Countless healings have taken place over their

relics. Their names were: THEOGONIUS, RUFUS, ANTIPATER, THEOCTIST, ARTEMAS, MAGNUS, THEODOTUS,
THAUMASILUS AND PHILEMON. All of them despised everything temporal for the eternal, the corruptible for
the incorruptible. That is why the Lord led them to His eternal home and crowned them with unfading wreaths
of glory. They suffered honorably and were glorified in the eighth century.

Also commemorated on this day: Venerable Memnon the Wonderworker (2nd C); Martyrs Diodorus and
Rhodopianus, deacon (fc.305); Venerable Nicetas, abbot of Synnada (9th C); St. John (Kaloktenes), bishop of
Thebes (12th C); St. Arsenius, archbishop of Suzdal (11625); 300 Martyrs who suffered in the mountains of
Dudikvati and Papati (17th-8th C); Martyr Stanko the Shepherd (11712); Venerable Nektary of Optina (11928);
New Monk-martyr Athanasius (Lepeshkina) (1932); Venerable Amphilochius of Pochaev (11970).

30 April / 13 May — Fast Day - The Holy Apostle James - the son of Zebedee and brother of St. John the
Theologian, he was one of the Twelve. At the call of the Lord Jesus, he left his fishing nets and his father and,
together with John, immediately followed Christ. He was one of the three apostles to whom the Lord revealed the
greatest mysteries: before whom He was transfigured on Tabor and before whom He was in agony in the Garden
of Gethsemane before His Passion. After receiving the Holy Spirit, he preached the Gospel in various places,
going as far as Spain. On his return from Spain, a violent quarrel broke out between the Jews and himself on the
Holy Scriptures, and, being unable to withstand him, they hired a magician, Hermogenes. But Hermogenes and
Philip his pupil were overcome by the power and truth that James preached, and were baptised. Then the Jews
denounced him to Herod, and persuaded one Josias to slander the Apostle. This Josias, seeing James's manly
bearing and hearing his clear preaching of the truth, repented and came to faith in Christ. When James was
condemned to death, this Josias was also condemned. Mounting the scaffold, Josias begged James's forgiveness
for the sin of slander, and James embraced him, kissing him and saying: 'Peace be to thee, and forgiveness.' And
they both laid their heads under the sword and were beheaded for the sake of the Lord whom they had loved
and served. St James suffered in Jerusalem in the year 45. His body was taken to Spain, where to this day
miracles of healing are performed at his tomb.

St Donatus - bishop of Evira in Albania. He was endowed by God with the great blessing of miracle-working, by
which he performed many miracles for the benefit of the people. Donatus changed bitter water into sweet water;
brought down rain during a drought; healed the king's daughter of insanity; and resurrected a man from the
dead. This deceased man had repaid his debt to a certain creditor. This unscrupulous creditor wanted the debt to
be repaid a second time and, wanting to benefit from the death of his debtor, he came to his widow and
demanded that the debt be repaid immediately. The widow wept and complained to the bishop. St. Donatus
warned the creditor to wait, at least, until the man was buried and then the debt would be discussed. The
creditor angrily insisted his own. Then Donatus approached the dead man, touched him and cried out: "Arise
brother and see what you have with your creditor!." The dead man rose and with a frightening glance looked at
his lender and related to him the time, when and where he had repaid the debt. He also sought from the lender



his written receipt. The frightened lender then placed a document into his hands and the enlivened deceased
tore it up and again lay down and died. St. Donatus died peacefully in very old age and took up habitation with
the Lord in the year 387 A.D. His relics repose in Evira, Albania and, even today, benefit the faithful.

St. Erconwald, bishop of London (c.693) - Born in East Anglia; died at Barking, April 30, c. 686-693; second feast
day on May 13. Erconwald is reputed to have been of royal blood, son of Annas or Offa. In 675, Saint Theodore of
Canterbury appointed Erconwald bishop of the East Saxons with his see in London and extending over Essex and
Middlesex. His episcopate was the most important in that diocese between that of Saint Mellitus and Saint
Dunstan. His shrine in Saint Paul's Cathedral was a much visited pilgrimage site during the Middle Ages, where
miracles were reported until the 16th century, but little is known of his life except that he founded a monastery
at Chertsey in Surrey, which he governed, and a convent at Barking in Essex to which he appointed as abbess his
sister, Ethelburga. Erconwald took some part in the reconciliation of Saint Theodore with Saint Wilfrid. In Saint
Bede's time, miracles were recorded as a result of touching the couch used by Erconwald in his later years. At his
death, Erconwald's relics were claimed by Barking, Chertsey, and London; he was finally buried in Saint Paul's
Cathedral in London, which he had enlarged. The relics escaped the fire of 1087 and were placed in the crypt.
November 14, 1148, they were translated to a new shrine behind the high altar, from where they were again
moved on February 1, 1326 He is portrayed in art as a bishop in a small 'chariot’ (the Saxon equivalent of a bath
chair) in which he travelled because of his gout. Sometimes there is a woman touching it or he may be shown
with Saint Ethelburga of Barking (Roeder). Erconwald is invoked against gout.

St. Ignatius Brianchaninov, Bishop of the Caucasus and Stavropol - He was born in 1807 into Russian
aristocracy — his father was a wealthy provincial gentleman. From a very early age he felt strongly called to
monastic life, but at that time it was almost unheard of for a nobleman to take such a path, and Dimitri (as he
was called in baptism) entered the Pioneer Military School in St Petersburg. There he distinguished himself, and
even attracted the attention of Grand Duke Nicholas Pavlovich, an event which would profoundly affect his later
life.

Despite his excellent record at the academy, young Dimitri still longed only for the things of God. In 1827 he
graduated from the school and was commissioned as an officer in the army, but soon fell critically ill, and was
granted a discharge. This proved to be providential: when he recovered his health, he immediately became a
novice, living at several different monasteries and coming under the spiritual care of Starets Leonid, one of the
celebrated fathers of the Optina monastery. In 1821 he took his monastic vows and received the name Ignatius.
Soon afterwards he was ordained to the priesthood.

Soon after the newly-professed Fr Ignatius had entered the seclusion that he sought, Tsar Nicholas I — the
former Grand Duke Nicholas — visited the Pioneer Military School and asked what had become of the promising
cadet he had met a few years before. When the Tsar learned that the former Dimitri was now a monk, he sought
him out, had him elevated to the rank of Archimandrite (at age 26!) and made him Superior of the St Sergius
Monastery in St Petersburg. Tsar Nicholas instructed him to make the monastery a model fo all Russian religious
communities. Though he had desired only a life of solitude and prayer, the new Archimandrite devoted himself
conscientiously to fulfilling the Tsar's charge. The monastery did in fact become a kind of standard for Russian
monasticism, and its abbot acquired many spiritual children, not only among his monks but among the laity in
the capital.

After twenty-four years as superior of the monastery, St Iganatius was elevated to the episcopate in 1857, first
as Bishop of Stavropol, then as Bishop of Kavkaz. Only four years later (aged 54) he resigned and spent the rest of
his life in reclusion at the Nicolo-Babaevsky Monastery in the diocese of Kostromo. There he continued the large
body of spiritual writings for which he is well known. His printed Works fills five volumes; of these, at least two
major works have been translated into English: On the Prayer of Jesus and The Arena: an offering to
contemporary monasticism. Both are gems of spiritual writing, profitable to every serious Orthodox Christian.

St Ignatius reposed in peace in 1867. He was glorified in 1988 by the Moscow Patriarchate, during the
millennial celebrations in that year. Saints Andrei Rublev, Xenia of Petershurg, Theophan the Recluse and others
were glorified in the same observances.
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Also commemorated on this day: Hieromartyr Eutropius, bishop of Saintes (Gaul) and Martyr Estelle (3rd C);
Finding of the relics of Hieromartyr Basil, bishop of Amasea (322); Venerable Clement, the Hymnographer
(fc.868); Finding of the relics of St. Nicetas, bishop of Novgorod (1558); New Martyr Argyra at Constantinople
(f1721); Martyr Maximus of Ephesus; ‘Strastnaya’ or ‘Of the Passion’ Icon of the Mother of God.

1/14 May — The Holy Prophet Jeremiah - born 650 years before Christ in the village of Anathoth, not far from
Jerusalem, he began to prophesy at an early age, during the reign of King Josiah (Jer. 1:1-19). He preached
repentance to the King and nobles and the false prophets and priests, and, in the time of that King Josiah, barely
escaped death at the hands of the enraged nobles. He prophesied to King Jehoiakim that his burial would be like
that of an ass; that is, he would be cast dead out of Jerusalem and his body would be for a long time dragged
around the ground without burial (22:18). For this, Jeremiah was thrown into prison. Being unable to write
there, he sent for Baruch, who stood outside the window of the prison while Jeremiah dictated to him. When the
King read this prophecy, he took the paper in fury and threw it into the fire. By the providence of God, Jeremiah
was saved from prison, and the words of the prophecy were fulfilled upon Jehoiakim. He prophesied to King
Jeconiah that he would be carried off to Babylon with his whole family and that he would die there, all of which
quickly came to pass (24:1; 27:20). Under King Zedekiah, he put a yoke on his neck and walked through
Jerusalem prophesying the fall of the city and slavery under the yoke of Babylon (27:2). He wrote to the slaves in
Babylon, telling them that they would not return to Jerusalem but would remain for seventy years in Babylon,
which came to pass (25:11). In the valley of Topnet, near Jerusalem, where the Jews had brought children to the
idols for sacrifice, Jeremiah took a whole pot in his hands and smashed it in front of the people, prophesying the
imminent crushing of the Jewish Kingdom (19:10-11). The Babylonians soon over-ran Jerusalem, killed King
Zedekiah, burned the city down and utterly destroyed it. They slaughtered an enormous number of Jews in the
valley of Topnet, in the place where children had died as sacrifices to idols and where the prophet had broken
the pot. Jeremiah, with the Levites, took the Ark out of the Temple and bore it off to the mountain of Nebo, where
Moses had died, and hid it in a cave. He hid the fire from the altar in a deep well. He was forced by some Jews to
go with them to Egypt, where he lived for four years and was then stoned to death by his countrymen. He
prophesied to the Egyptians the destruction of their idols and the coming there of a Virgin with a Child. There is
a tradition that Alexander the Great himself visited the grave of the Prophet Jeremiah,* and ordered that his
body be moved and buried in Alexandria. *The Egyptians almost deified St Jeremiah, and they therefore buried
him as a king. He was regarded as a wonder-worker after his death. The dust from his tomb was taken as a
medicine against snake-bite, and today many Christians invoke his help against it.

St. Asaph, bishop of Llanelwy, Wales ¢.550 - Related to Saint Deiniol and Saint Tysilo. Hermit near Tenegal,
Wales. Servant to Saint Kentigern. Second bishop of the Welsh see now known as Saint Asaph. At Tengenel, near
Holywell, Wales, there are an ash-tree, well, and valley that tradition says belonged to Asaph.

Venerable Paphnutius, abbot of Borovsk - The Monk Paphnutii of Borovsk was born in 1394 in the village of
Kudinovo, not far from Borovsk, and at Baptism he was named Parphenii. His father Ioann was the son of a
baptised Tatar, a "baskak" ("tax-collector") named Martin, and his mother was named Photinia. At 20 years of age
Parphenii left his parental home and in the year 1414 accepted monastic tonsure with the name Paphnutii at the
Pokrov-Protection Monastery on the Heights, under its head, Markell (i.e. Marcellus). The Monk Paphnutii
asceticised for many years at the monastery. When the head of the monastery died, the brethren chose him as
hegumen. Sainted Photii, Metropolitan of Kiev, ordained him to the priestly dignity (in about the year 1426). The
monk spent thirty years at the Pokrov monastery, wherein he was both the head and the clergy-starets (elder). At
51 years of age he fell grievously ill, gave up being the hegumen and took on the great-schema. After a
restoration to health on the day of the holy GreatMartyr George the Victory-Bearer, 23 April 1444, he withdrew
from the monastery and settled with one monk on the left bank of the River Protva, at the confluence into it of
the River Ister'ma. Soon brethren began to gather to him at this new place. The number of the monks grew
quickly. A new stone church was built in place of the former wooden one, in honour of the Nativity of the Most
Holy Mother of God. In the icon-frescoes there took part the finest iconographer of those times, — Dionysii and his
assistants. The Monk Paphnutii gave example to the brethren, leading a strict life: his cell was the poorest of all,
and from food he took the worst. On Mondays and Fridays he did not eat at all, and on Wednesdays he partook
only of dry foods. From the overall tasks the monk chose the most difficult: he chopped and carried fire-wood,
dug up and cultivated the garden, and at the same time arrived first for church services.

The Monk Paphnutii earned the deep respect and love not only of the brethren of his own monastery, but also of
other monasteries. Through the Providence of God there was guided to the monastery to the monk a twenty year
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old youth, — Ioann Sanin. Having put him to the test, the monk tonsured him into monasticism with the name
Joseph. Later on the Monk Joseph of Volotsk firmly defended the purity of the Orthodox faith and entered into
struggle against the heresy of the Judaisers, condemned at a Council of 1504. The Monk Paphnutii blessed the
young man in his exploits.

A week before his death the monk foretold his end. Having made a final prayer and blessing of the brethren,
he expired to God on 1 May 1477. The Monk Paphnutii was a follower of the Monk Sergei, Hegumen of Radonezh.

Also commemorated on this day: Monk-martyr Batas the Persian (4th C); Monk-martyr Romanus of Raqqa
(1780); Venerable Michael of Chalcedon (9th C); Right-believing Queen Tamara of Georgia (11213); Hieromartyr
Macarius, metropolitan of Kiev (11497); Venerable Gerasimos of Boldino (1554); St. Zosimus, bishop of Kumurdo
(16™ C); St. Panaretus, bishop of Paphos (11791); New Monk-martyrs Acacius (1813), Euthymius (11814), and
Ignatius (1814) of Mt. Athos [Rom. 8:28-39 (§99); Matt. 10:32-38 (§38)]; Venerable Nicephorus of Chios (11821);
Martyr Maria of Merambelos on Crete (11826); New Martyr Nina Kuznyetsova (11938); ‘Byzantine,” ‘Unexpected
Joy,” ‘Myrrh-bearing’ or ‘Tsarevokokshayskaya,” ‘Andronicus,” and ‘Mezhiritskaya’ Icons of the Mother of God.

2 /15 May — Fast Day - The Holy Martyrs Hesperus, Zoe, Cyriac and Theodulus - in the time of the Emperor
Hadrian (117-138), a pagan called Catallus bought Hesperus, his wife Zoe and their sons Cyriac and Theodulus as
slaves. Being convinced Christians, they refused to eat anything that had been sacrificed to idols, but threw all
that had been thus offered to the dogs, and themselves went hungry. Catallus, discovering this, became very
angry and began to torture his slaves cruelly. He first tortured the children, but they remained unfaltering in the
Faith and sought yet harsher tortures. At last all four of them were cast into a burning furnace where, after
prayers of thanksgiving, they gave their spirits into the Lord's hands. Their bodies remained whole and
untouched by the fire; St Athanasius the Great, Archbishop of Alexandria - on this day are commemorated the
translation of his relics and their miracles.

The Holy Martyrs Boris and Gleb - they were sons of the great Prince Vladimir, Baptiser of the Russian people.
Until his baptism, Vladimir had many wives, and children by them. Boris and Gleb were brothers of one mother.
Before his death in 1015, Vladimir divided the Kingdom among all his sons. But Svyatopolk, his eldest son and
Prince of Kiev, desired to take the parts that were set aside for Boris and Gleb, so he sent men to kill Boris in one
place and Gleb in another. Both brothers were deeply devout and pleasing to God in all things, and they met
death with prayer and the lifting up of their hearts to Him. Their bodies remained uncorrupt and fragrant, and
were buried in the town of Vishgorod, where to this day blessed strength flows forth from them to heal men of
divers ills and sufferings.

St Michael (Boris), King of Bulgaria - born and educated as a pagan and was baptized under the influence of
his uncle Bojan and his sister. At baptism, he was given the name Michael. Patriarch Photius sent him priests
who gradually baptized all the Bulgarian people. Many Bulgarian noblemen opposed this new Faith but the new
Faith conquered and the Cross glistened on many churches built by the devout Tsar Michael. The Faith among
the Bulgarians, as among the Serbs, was especially established by the Five Followers, the disciples of St. Cyril and
St. Methodius, who preached to the people the knowledge of Christ in the vernacular: the Slavonic language. In
his old age Michael retreated to a monastery and was tonsured a monk. When his son Vladimir began to destroy
his father's work and to exterminate Christianity, Michael again donned his military uniform, girded himself
with a sword, ousted Vladimir from the throne and installed Simeon, his younger son, as Tsar. After that, he
again clothed himself in the monastic habit and retreated in silence where, in mortification and prayer, he
completed his earthly life "in the good faith; in the correct confession of our Lord Jesus Christ; great, honourable
and devout," and took up habitation in the heavenly life on May 2, 906 A.D.

St Athanasius the Great, Archbishop of Alexandria - on this day are commemorated the translation of his
relics and their miracles.

Also commemorated on this day: Venerable Athanasius of Svir (1550); St. Athanasius of Lubny, patriarch of
Constantinople (11654); Blessed Basil of Ryazan, fool-for-Christ (1848); ‘Putivil’sk’ and ‘Butivansk’ Icons of the
Mother of God.



3 /16 May — The Holy Martyrs Timothy the Reader and his wife Maura of Antinoe in Egypt - Strange was
the destiny of these wonderful martyrs, husband and newly-wedded wife. Twenty days after their wedding, they
were taken for trial for their Christian faith before Arrianus, governor of the Thebaid, in the time of the Emperor
Diocletian. Timothy was a reader in the church where he lived. 'Who are you?', the governor asked him. Timothy
replied: Tam a Christian and a reader in the Church of God.' The governor said to him further: 'You see, don't
you, the instruments prepared for torture?' Timothy replied: 'But you don't see the angels of God, which are
strengthening me.' Then the governor commanded that he be pierced through the ears with iron rods, so that the
pupils of his eyes leapt out with the pain. They then suddenly hanged him by the feet and stuffed his mouth with
wood. Maura was at first afraid of torture but, when her husband gave her courage, she also confessed her
steadfast faith before the governor. He commanded that, first, her hair be torn out, then all her fingers cut off.
After many other tortures, to which they would quickly have succumbed had they not been strengthened by the
grace of God, they were both crucified, one in sight of the other. And thus, hanging on their crosses, they
remained alive for nine full days, counselling each other and encouraging each other in endurance. On the tenth
day they gave their spirits into God's hands, the God for whom they had suffered crucifixion, and thus became
worthy of His Kingdom. They suffered with honour for Christ in 286. 'Maura' means 'black’, from which it comes
that in Macedonia the day of these saints is known as 'Black Day'. On the island of Zakynthos there is a church of
Saints Timothy and Maura, in which many miraculous healings have taken place.

Our Holy Father Theodosius of the Kiev Caves - From his early youth, Theodosius shunned laughter and
rejoicing and dedicated himself to godly-thoughts and prayers. Because of this, he was often abused by his
mother, especially one day, when his mother noticed an iron belt around his naked body from which his shirt
was bloodied. Having once read the words of the Savior in the Gospel "He who loves father or mother more than
Me is not worthy of Me" (St. Matthew 10:37), Theodosius left the home of his parents and fled to the Monastery of
the Caves in Kiev to see the Venerable Anthony. Anthony received him and, shortly afterwards, tonsured him a
monk. When his mother found him and asked him to return home, he counseled his mother and she also entered
a convent and was tonsured a nun. Theodosius shortly surpassed all the monks by his mortification, meekness
and goodness, and became very dear to Anthony who installed him as abbot of the monastery. During the time
that he was abbot, the brotherhood of the monastery greatly increased, churches and cells were built and the
Constitution [the Rule] of the Studite Monastery was introduced in its entirety. God endowed Theodosius with
abundant grace because of his virginal purity, great labor in prayer, love toward his fellow man and so this man
of God possessed great power over unclean spirits, healed diseases and discerned the fate of men. Along

with St. Anthony, Theodosius is considered the founder and organizer of monasticism in Russia. He died
peacefully in the year 1074 A.D. His healing relics repose next to the relics of Anthony.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyr Xenia of Peloponnesus (+318) ; St. Mamai, catholicos of Georgia (1744);
Venerable Michael and Arsenius of Ulumbia, Georgia (9th C); St. Peter, bishop of Argos (fc.928); St. Ecumenius,
bishop of Trikala (¢.945); Translation of the relics of Venerable Luke of Mt. Stirion (1953); Venerable Juliana,
abbess (11393), and Eupraxia (11394), of Moscow; St. Theophanes, metropolitan of Peritheorion (14th C); Martyr
Ahmet the Calligrapher of Constantinople (11682); New Hieromartyr Nicholas Benevolsky, priest (11941); Kiev
Caves Monastery Icon of the Dormition, ‘Svenskaya,” ‘Kiev Caves,’ ‘Yaskinsk,’and ‘Blachernae’ Icons of the Mother
of God.



1 Daily Scripture Readings

Monday - Epistle: Acts 12:12-17 (§30); Gospel: John 8:42-51 (§32)
Tuesday — Epistle: Acts 12:25-13:12 (§31); Gospel: John 8:51-59 (§33)
Wednesday - Vespers: James 1:1-12; James 1:13-27; James 2:1-13; Matins Gospel: John 21:15-25 (§67)
Epistle: for Mid-Pentecost: Acts 13:13-24 (§32); for the Apostle: Acts 12:1-11 (§29)
Gospel: for Mid-Pentecost: John 6:5-14 (§18); for the Apostle: Luke 5:1-11 (§17)
Thursday - Epistle: Acts 14:20-27 (§35); Gospel: John 9:39-10:9 (§35)

Friday - Epistle: Acts 15:5-34 (§36); Gospel: John 10:17-28 (§37)

Saturday - Epistle: Acts 15:35-41 (§37); Gospel: John 10:27-38 (§38)

HYMN OF PRAISE
SAINT PHOTINA, THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

The Samaritan Woman met Christ at the well,
And was enlightened with the light of Christ, Himself.
Under Nero, her life she ended in another well,
And her spirit she gave to Christ God, her Lord.
Her glorious sons were Victor and Josiah,
Both, the saintly mother enlightened with holiness.
Five sisters suffered for the Name of Christ,
With her were translated to heaven, their reward to receive.
O, penitent Photina, wonderful sufferer,
How your countenance with eternal light now glows.
At one time, not even water did you give to the Savior,
Finally, even your blood for Him, you shed.
Your soul at one time darkened, while yet a Samaritan you were,
When you became a Christian, above the sun's rays, you shown.
In Sychar, you proclaimed Christ with fear,
In the center of Rome, by your death you witnessed to Him.
Love, every fear, destroys and makes one a hero,
0, Photina, love, forever, glorified you.
Two or three Romes, can Nero burn down
But the soul of Christians cannot burn.
The vessels of clay, Nero can smash
But, over the spirit of Photina, did not have any power.
0, immortal saint, help us now,

By your prayers, before the Throne of Christ the Savior.

Available on the net at or at http://www.saintjonah.org/bltn/ or at https://www.orthodoxrva.org/bulletins

where you can subscribe to the email list.
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request your own copy from Father John Weir by emailing him at rev.john.weir@rocor.org.au
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